Historical Record
690 Colusa Avenue, Berkeley

Our thanks to Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association for preserving these records and
making this information available.

For membership and contributions to this wonderful organization go to:
http://www.berkeleyheritage.com/

We are indebted to The Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association (BAHA) for working
with us in our attempt to find out as much as possible about 690 Colusa Avenue.

Anthony Bruce of BAHA told us he believes that although the tax record indicates 1925 as
the date of construction, 690 Colusa was most likely built prior to 1920.

We learned that much of what we now regard as the Thousand Oaks neighborhood was
not part of the City of Berkeley until about 1921 when adjacent county lands were
annexed. Since this neighborhood was outside the city proper, building records were not
required or maintained, so we were not successful in establishing any architectural
provenance for this home despite its lovely interior and distinctive facade of wide-
spreading wings with mansarded and balconied detail on the Portland Street side.

We're calling it a Craftsman home and include BAHA records collected over years of real
estate sales, and indicating a variety of styles from “John Hudson type” to “English”,
Mediterranean”, and even “American” and “Old Berkeley”! Note the photos showing the
sun deck railing originally in place at the second level. The door to the deck still exists.

690 Colusa certainly appears to us very unlike the Craftsman bungalow style construction
that occurred during North Berkeley’s great building boom of the early 1920s. But
whatever it is, Craftsman, or something entirely its own, it’s a truly unique delight of a
home!

September 24, 2009

Ira & Carol Serkes

Pacific Union International, Inc.
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